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Press release  
21st February 2019 

Paris 2024 : A revolutionary experience 

 
 

Paris 2024 is revolutionising the Olympic experience by offering everyone the opportunity, for the 
first time ever, to be more than just a spectator or a viewer and play an actual part. Paris 2024 is 
also submitting a proposal to the International Olympic Committee (IOC) for the inclusion of four 
new sports that all embody youth, elite performance, spectacular experiences and inclusiveness. 
 
This latest phase is a milestone both for Paris 2024 and Olympism itself. With today’s announcement of a ground-
breaking sports experience at Paris La Défense Arena, which will host the gymnastics events at the 2024 Games, 
Paris 2024 is demonstrating its ambition to stage truly unique, accessible and popular Games that extends beyond 
the stadiums and engages with people, Games that offers a hitherto unseen level of participation and inclusiveness. 
 
“This is a major step forward in our ambition to organise unique Olympic Games,” said Paris 2024 President Tony 
Estanguet. “Right from the beginning, our aim was to offer Games that would have an impact and the element of 
surprise. This is why we have chosen to present the IOC with four sports that are as creative as spectacular, geared 
towards youth and completely in line with our vision. We are certain that breaking, skateboarding, sport climbing 
and surfing will contribute to strengthen our project. They reflect perfectly Paris 2024’s identity. By giving everyone 
a chance to be part of the Games, to experience the biggest sporting event on the planet from the inside, Paris 2024 
is leading the way towards new horizons. The idea of participating in a mass event on the same day and in the same 
conditions as the marathon of the Games, to be able to compete against the greatest champions thanks to virtual 
or connected sports, is a new turning point in the history of Olympism.” 
 

ADDITIONAL SPORTS  
 
Paris 2024 has seized the opportunity presented by the IOC to include additional sports on the programme as a way 
of enhancing it and strengthening its core concept. In doing so, it is pursuing three key principles which seek to 
deliver:  
 

- Sustainable and socially-responsible Games in line with Agenda 2020 and the IOC’s New Norm, through 

sports that can be enjoyed by a limited number of athletes and do not require permanent facilities. 

- Games that are in keeping with the times and inspire new audiences and attract young people, through 

sports that allow for engagement on social media, that are both a means of expression and a way of life, 

and which can be played anywhere and anytime in urban and other environments. The Games have this 
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constant challenge of having to connect with the younger generation. If we want more young people to 

take up sport, it is easier to do it with sports that actually speak to them. 

- Games that reflect the identity of Paris 2024: spectacular, culturally relevant, engaging, accessible, 
inclusive, Games that call for participation beyond the stadiums and for creativity.  

 
Paris 2024 is thus proposing to the IOC that four new sports be added to the programme: 

- Breaking (two events, 32 athletes: 16 women and 16 men) 

- Skateboarding (four events, 96 athletes: 48 women and 48 men) 

- Sport climbing (four events, 72 athletes: 36 women and 36 men) 

- Surfing (2 events, 48 athletes: 24 women and 24 men) 
 

These four sports will see the inclusion of 12 new events, with 248 athletes taking part in them (124 women and 
124 men, respecting the principle of gender equality). These athletes will form part of the total of 10,500 set out 
in the Olympic Charter.  
 
 

OPENING UP THE GAMES EXPERIENCE TO EVERYONE 
 
In terms of innovation and engagement, Paris 2024 is adopting a truly ambitious approach by offering everyone a 
chance to enjoy the Games experience in person.  

 
MASS PARTICIPATION EVENTS: a revolution in the history of the Games 
 

Paris 2024 will, for the very first time, invite the general public to take part in the Games by participating in mass 
events, organized in the same conditions as those encountered by the Olympic athletes. Several formats will be 
offered to give everyone, regardless of their sporting ability, the chance to savour the Olympic Games experience. 
Along with the IOC and the International Federations, Paris 2024 is currently looking into the possibility of extending 
the concept of mass events to other sports at the Games.  

 
VIRTUAL AND CONNECTED EVENTS: a chance to take on the best athletes 
 

Paris 2024’s goal is to propose unique Games, harnessing innovation and creativity to drive its ambition. In 2024, 
we will deliver the Olympic experience to the wider world, using virtual and connected sports to enable people 
around the globe to take on the best international athletes. Paris 2024 is exploring new areas of engagement by 
inviting fans all over the world to share in the Olympic experience. 
 
For example, Paris 2024 is excited to explore the proposal made by World Sailing, the world governing body for the 
sport of sailing, to include offshore racing in the Games. Should the IOC give its approval, this new event will benefit 
from unique exposure to spectators on the ground, global TV audiences, and sailing fans. Thanks to eSailing, and 
for the first time in the history of the Games, fans could then be invited to pit themselves virtually against the best, 
in real time and on the very same course as Olympic athletes. 
 
Paris 2024 is also looking to explore new avenues with connected sports. Cycling and rowing already offer 
connected events where enthusiasts can ride and row in real time with competing athletes. Competitive and 
innovative in nature, these new experiences reflect Paris 2024’s desire to engage with as many stakeholders as 
possible around the Games.   
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You will have access to copyright-free photographs taken and copyright-free video shot this 
morning in the early afternoon :  
http://www.paris2024.media  (login : media-paris2024 / password : mediaaccess) 
 

 
 
Paris 2024 media contacts:  
Alexandre VILLEGER – +33 7 50 97 37 32 – avilleger@paris2024.org 
Anne-Solène ROUDEL – +33 6 73 07 87 61 – asroudel@paris2024.org 
Christophe PROUST – +33 6 21 60 32 69 – cproust@paris2024.org  
_____________________________  
 
Paris 2024 
The Organising Committee for the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games (Paris 2024) has the task of planning for, 
organising, financing and delivering the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris in 2024 in accordance with the host city 
contract signed by the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the French National Olympic and Sports Committee 
(CNOSF) and the City of Paris. 
 
The Olympic and Paralympic Games are the first sports event in the world with a unique media impact, bringing together 
some 15,000 athletes (10,500 Olympians, 4,350 Paralympians) from 206 delegations hailing from five continents. They 
are followed by over 13 million spectators and 4 billion viewers over the world through more than 100,000 hours of TV 
broadcasts. The Games’ impact is unparalleled among all sports, economic and cultural events in the world. 
 
Created in January 2018, Paris 2024 is headed by Tony Estanguet, three-time Olympic champion and IOC member. It is 
administered by an Executive Board (EB) that includes the project’s founding members: CNOSF, the City of Paris, the 
State, the Ile-de-France Region, CPSF, Métropole du Grand Paris, the Seine-Saint-Denis Departmental Council and 
representatives of the local authorities involved in the Games. 

_____________________________  
 
Access the Paris 2024 media platform 
http://www.paris2024.media  
Login: media-paris2024 
Password: mediaaccess 
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