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T

oday, more than a billion people in the world live with a disability. That’s
15% of the world’s population; 12 million people in France. Despite being
one of the largest minorities, they are also one of the least visible and
one of the most discriminated against. These differences are removed when
practising sport and during competitions. This is one of the greatest strengths
of sport.
The Paris 2024 team is responsible for organising the Olympic and Paralympic
Games and we want to collectively tackle the challenge: to ensure that our
Games play a compelling role towards a more inclusive society. After the eleven
days of Paralympic competitions, and the emotions we will experience, our
perception of disability will change.
The Opening Ceremony of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games will take place
in the heart of the capital, on the Place de la Concorde and at the bottom of
the Champs-Elysées, both strongly symbolic: the Paralympic athletes and the
public will appear in the middle of the city, becoming not only visible but also
fully present. They will be put in the spotlight in the most beautiful way.
The three-hour ceremony will be spectacular. It will reflect our ambition: to
organise Games that have an impact and transform society. To achieve this,
we wanted a creative and innovative concept - that’s our trademark! - with
the brilliant Thomas Jolly as the artistic director of the four Olympic and
Paralympic ceremonies.
This ceremony will also be the one to reconnect with the public. Since the
London Games in 2012, each new edition of the event has boosted awareness,
and an ever-stronger link has been established with the public. In Tokyo, this
link with the public was put on hold because of the health crisis. In 2024, with
this new concept of a ceremony in the heart of the city, and numerous free
access points, we will revive the flame between the athletes and the public
more strongly than ever!
Let’s open the Paralympic Games fully and invite the world to join us in a unique
experience of sport and celebration, starting with this exceptional Opening
Ceremony!

Tony Estanguet
Paris 2024 President

F

rom 28 August to 8 September 2024, Paris will
be extremely honoured to host the Paralympic
Games for the first time in its history. Together,
we will admire and celebrate the amazing
performances of athletes from around the world.
The opening of the Paralympic Games, in the heart of
the capital, will be an unforgettable show: a moment
of celebration and dreams. For the first time, the
Paralympic Games will begin outside of a stadium.
From the Champs-Élysées to the Place de la Concorde,
Paralympic sport and culture will parade in front of the
most beautiful landmarks of the city to showcase its
beauty and promote its universal message of solidarity,
dignity and equality.
The competitions will also be held in iconic locations,
from the foot of the Eiffel Tower to the gardens of
the Château de Versailles. I am delighted that this
celebration of the diversity of sports and athletes is
coming closer by the day, and I am already looking
forward to the legacy they will leave in the daily lives of
Parisians.
Anne Hidalgo
Mayor of Paris
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On behalf of the International Paralympic Committee and
the Paralympic Movement I want to express our immense
excitement about Paris 2024’s bold and original plan to
stage the first Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony
outside of a stadium. In a city that reverberates to history, Paris
is creating a new moment in time that people will talk about for
years to come.
At the recent Paris 2024 Paralympic Day in Place de la Bastille, you
could sense the importance of culture old and new, and the joy of
inviting people to come and enjoy this beautiful city. I loved seeing
so many Parisiennes and young persons with disabilities coming
together at an iconic landmark, immersing themselves Para sport
and becoming part of a new revolution.
What is very clear to me is that something special is being created
for the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games. The Grand Palais, the
Esplanade des Invalides, the Tour Eiffel, the Château de Versailles
and the Champ de Mars Arena will all provide stunning backdrops
for our amazing athletes to show off their elite skill.
This festival of inclusion all begins with the truly unique experience
of thousands of Paralympians parading down the world’s most
famous avenue. What an amazing thrill it’s going to be to enter the
Champs-Elysées and then make the journey down to Place de la
Concorde, all the while being framed by the Arc de Triomphe and
the Louvre.
I think it is going to be a thing of beauty, and a once-in-a-lifetime
event that will go down in all our histories.
Allons-y!
Andrew Parsons
President of the International Paralympic Committee

THE FIRST EVER
PARALYMPIC
GAMES OPENING
CEREMONY
TO BE HELD
IN THE HEART
OF THE CITY
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The first ever Paralympic
Games Opening Ceremony
to be held outside of a stadium,
with the athletes parade
set to take place
on the Champs-Elysées
65,000
people
will be able to attend the
ceremony, with 30 000
free access on the lower
Champs-Elysées avenue,
which represents a major
innovation

FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN THE HISTORY
OF THE PARALYMPIC
GAMES, HAS SUCH
PROMINENCE
AND EXPOSURE
BEEN GIVEN
TO PARALYMPIC
ATHLETES

The Paralympic Games,
one of the world’s greatest
sporting events

A MAJESTIC
STAGE, WITH
THE ATHLETES
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

4 400
athletes

2 500

accompanying
persons

184

Up to
delegations

While the Opening Ceremony of the
Paris 2024 Paralympic Games is a first
in history, its spectacular and popular concept
is above all a wonderful source of inspiration
for me. From the Champs-Elysées to the Place
de la Concorde, I can’t wait to imagine the
show that will transform the heart of Paris
into an unprecedented artistic festival, with
performances never seen before. A show that
will put the spotlight on Paralympic athletes and
the values they embody. A show that will bring
together spectators and viewers worldwide
around the unique spirit of the Paralympic
Games.”
Thomas Jolly
Artistic Director of Paris 2024 Olympic
and Paralympic ceremonies

LA
CONCORDE

L

The Opening Ceremony of the Paris
2024 Paralympic Games will take place
at the heart of the capital. The athletes’
parade will start at the bottom of the
Champs-Elysées, the most beautiful avenue
in the world, and end on the Place de la
Concorde, the largest square in Paris
This site, which offers a splendid view across
the City of Light – from the Louvre and the
Jardin des Tuileries to the Arc de Triomphe –
is closely linked to the history of France and
Paris.
Place de la Concorde was the greatest creation
of the Age of Enlightenment in Paris – a century
which left France with a rich and marvellous
philosophical, literary and cultural heritage,
and the values of determination, equality,
inspiration and courage which are shared
by the Paralympic Movement.
Place de la Concorde will provide a
prestigious arena, rich in symbolism,
to introduce the world to the Paralympic
athletes.

The Games have a transformative power
like no other. Choosing, for the first time, to
organise the Opening Ceremony of the Paralympic
Games in the heart of the city, on the Place de la
Concorde, which symbolises the unity of the nation
more than any other place, means giving everyone
the opportunity to see these athletes whose
performances compel admiration as much as they
generate inspiration. And so, together, we can all seize
this unique opportunity to change the way disability is
viewed.”
Amélie Oudéa-Castéra
Minister for Sport and the Olympic and Paralympic Games

In 2024, France will host its very first
Paralympic Games, and Paris will be the
setting. By opening the Games, we want to put the
spotlight on persons with disabilities and the place
they should hold in our society. Changing the way
French people look at disability will be the greatest
legacy of the Paris Games.”
Geneviève Darrieussecq

Minister Delegate for People with Disabilities
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Making a mark on history,
hearts and minds
With the first Opening Ceremony in the
history of the Paralympics to be held outside
a stadium, Paris 2024 is breaking new
ground, and adopting a concept which
will make an indelible impression on the
memories of those who witness it.
In the heart of Paris, against an inspirational
backdrop so often admired and
photographed, the 4,400 athletes from up to
184 delegations, from all over the globe, will
parade before the eyes of the entire world.
The iconic nature of the site and its original
configuration open the door to numerous
creative possibilities and reflect our
motto “Games Wide Open”. The four stages
could be used simultaneously, or alternately,
to host the various artistic contributions
and rites of protocol which punctuate the
ceremony.
These images will leave an impression on
the whole world,and help the Paralympic
athletes to pass into legend.

To experience an Opening Ceremony outside
a stadium, in an iconic location in Paris, is
a revolution. Going down the Champs-Elysées to
Place de la Concorde and sharing this with nearly
65,000 people, in the heart of the capital, will be a
historic moment for the Paralympic Movement. It’s
unheard of! Of course, organising such an event will
require everyone involved to make big adjustments.
But we are working closely with the Organising
Committee and the public authorities to minimise
strain on the athletes, to guarantee maximum safety
and accessibility, and to provide the best possible
experience in doing so.”
Marie-Amélie LE FUR

President of the French Paralympic and Sports Committee
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A unique experience,
accessible
Pride, eager,
to the athletes
determination;

This prestigious
Opening Ceremony
is a reflection of the
outstanding performances
that Paralympic athletes
deliver at each competition.
It will help them gain the
recognition they deserve. We
are all determined that the
Paris 2024 Games will leave
a lasting mark on Paralympic
Games history.”
Michaël JEREMIASZ, Paralympic
medallist in wheelchair tennis

Perle BOUGE, double Paralympic
medallist in Para rowing

The City of Love is
going to make the
heart of every Paralympian
sing. What an amazing
moment for our athletes, a
historic Opening Ceremony
on the most famous avenue
in the world and with the
beauty of Paris all around
them. Paris 2024 will be an
amazing stage to celebrate
Para sport to the world.”
Jitske VISSER, Paralympic medallist
in wheelchair basket and President
of IPC athletes’ commission
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The athletes
will have an
unforgettable
experience,
at the heart
of Paris.

these are the feelings that
animate us when we first
hear about the concept of
the Opening Ceremony. I
am really looking forward
to being there and sharing
these strong feelings with
thousands of spectators.”

T

he Opening Ceremony
will enable the greatest
number of people, with
and without disabilities, to fully
enjoy the event. Working closely
with the International Paralympic
Committee, the CPSF and the
relevant authorities, Paris 2024 will
ensure that universal accessibility
is integrated into all aspects of
the ceremony so that athletes,
participants and spectators can
truly enjoy their experience.
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SHINING A LIGHT
ON THE ATHLETES
TO BRING THEM
CLOSER TO THE
SPECTATORS

T

hrough this spectacular,
innovative ceremony, in
front of an audience of
65,000 people, Paris 2024 is
sending a strong message to
the audience, all over the world:
Here are your athletes! Come
and feel passion for their
sports, cheer them on in the
stadia, delight in the vibes as
they treat you to spectacular
performances, and see them
in the flesh!

The first chapter in what
will be an exceptional adventure
The Opening Ceremony of the Paralympic Games marks
the start of eleven days of top-quality competition.
Coming from the furthest corners of the Earth, the
greatest champions in each discipline will be chasing
Paralympic gold in iconic French heritage sites, producing
a breathtaking spectacle:
• The Grand Palais for wheelchair fencing and Para
taekwondo
• The Champ de Mars Arena for Para judo and wheelchair
rugby
• The Esplanade des Invalides for Para archery
• The Stade Tour Eiffel for blind football
• The Château de Versailles for Para equestrian
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• The Stade de France for Para athletics
• The Stade Roland-Garros for wheelchair tennis
• The Bercy Arena for wheelchair basketball
• The Paris La Défense Arena for Para swimming
After the Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games will
keep the celebrations going, with further spectacles
and inspiring performances, epic sporting events and
emotions, and the values of sport embodied in the
best way.

Two sides
of the same ambitious coin

For the first time in the history
of the Games, Paris 2024 is using a
single, united logo to represent both
the Olympic and the Paralympic
Games. This choice reflects the
shared ambition for both events,
and the same degree of recognition
for the athletes’ excellence and
determination.

Celebrating
differences
Inclusion is a choice
The Paralympic Games are the biggest showcase
of persons with disabilities on the world stage ,
highlighting their elite athletic prowess rather than
defining them by their disabilities.
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In that respect, the Paralympic Games are among
the most transformative events in the world
– a powerful force to change the way in which
disabilities are seen. Paris 2024 is contributing to
that goal by shining a light on this event.
Paris 2024 is committed to continuing to act
to leave a positive legacy for persons with
disabilities and helping to build a more inclusive
society.
More informations

