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PARIS 2024

INTRODUCTION
Message from Tony Estanguet,
President of Paris 2024

A message from Anne Hidalgo,
Mayor of Paris

The Games are a relay race in which each host
city takes up the baton from its predecessor to
keep the Olympic and Paralympic flame burning
bright around the world. Today, Paris 2024 is
honoured to take over from Tokyo, who has fought
hard to make the athletes’ dreams come true so
that billions of viewers could enjoy their
performances. Thank you to our Japanese friends!

Paris will be in the spotlight in 2024, during the
Olympic and Paralympic Games – the greatest
international sporting event of all. Our city will
welcome athletes, spectators, journalists and
sport enthusiasts from around the world, and
share with them its history, its art de vivre, its
diversity, its creativity, its world-famous landmarks and its everyday hangouts.

In this relay race, each host country follows a
tradition but also tries to do its part to contribute
to the evolution of the Olympic and Paralympic
movement. Our aim with Paris 2024 is to offer a
new model for the Games – one that is exemplary,
committed, spectacular, creative and participatory.

The Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games
will exhilarate people living in and around the
capital, who will be able to celebrate sport as a
fabulous force for empowerment, hope and
shared excitement. As we have always wanted,
the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games
will set an ecological example. They will also be
steeped in solidarity: there will be a place for
everyone. And these Games are an opportunity
for our city to take a leap into the future: their
extraordinary legacy will transform it in depth.

Our goal, in particular, is to bring sport and the
Games out of the stadium and into places where
they don’t usually go, to reach out to people – in
the heart of the city, in its museums, in its streets,
in its public squares. That is our message for our
Handover ceremony: we are fortunate enough
to have a unique playing field in Paris, one that
we will use in the service of sport!
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We look forward to seeing you in Paris in three
years’ time, to experience the magic of sport and
celebrate the Olympic and Paralympic values
together.

©Rudy Waks

“PROLOGUE”

We can’t wait to welcome you!
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PARIS 2024

OLYMPIC FLAG
HANDOVER CEREMONY
Overview – Approximate duration 14:00

© Paris 2024

“PROLOGUE”

“PROLOGUE”

The Closing Ceremony of the Olympic
Games opens a new beginning.
On the 8th of August, 2021, the closing of the Tokyo
2020 Games will break with history and seamlessly
propel hundreds of millions of online and
television viewers right into the very heart of
Paris. For the first time ever, the Closing Ceremony
will feature live and spectacular celebrations
from the next Host City as the people of Paris
and France embrace their role as host of the
Games of the XXXIII Olympiad in 2024.

will bear witness to the opening of a new chapter
in the great Olympic story, in which each key
element of the Games is reimagined in order
to share the Olympic experience with the
largest number of people. The first example
is this giant Olympic flag, hoisted at the top of
the Eiffel Tower and visible throughout Paris and
beyond to herald the arrival of the Games in
France.

This media guide introduces the key elements
of a Handover characterised by audacity and
freedom. It highlights Paris 2024’s promise to
take sport out of its traditional spaces; to open
the Games to the city and its people; and to
connect with new audiences in new ways.

The Handover is an invitation to the world to join
us for a Games experience like no other.

21:47
Beginning of the protocol segment

22:00
End of the artistic segment

21:49
Beginning of the artistic segment

22:07
End of the Closing Ceremony
of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games

PASSING ON THE
OLYMPIC FLAG
Protocol segment
Approximate duration 02:00
The moment when Tokyo 2020
officially hands over the baton
to Paris 2024 is one of the highlights
of the Olympic Games Closing
Ceremony. The Governor of Tokyo,
Yuriko Koike, hands the Olympic
Flag to the President
of the International Olympic
Committee, Thomas Bach who,
in turn, entrusts it to the Mayor
of Paris, Anne Hidalgo.

CARTE BLANCHE FOR
PARIS 2024: “PROLOGUE”
Artistic segment
Approximate duration 10:30
La Marseillaise
takes over Paris – 03:32
The national flag is raised
•
Ride over tthe rooftops
of Paris – 02:46
•
The Eiffel Tower
as flag bearer – 04:00

Welcome to Paris 2024!

One hundred years after Paris last played host
to the Games, the world’s most famous landmarks

© Mathieu Rivrin/Getty Images
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PARIS 2024

This journey takes us to all four corners of Paris,
to world-famous landmarks and to everyday places where
Parisians enjoy hanging out – where Paris’ heart beats.

SEGMENT 1

LA MARSEILLAISE
TAKES OVER PARIS

THE RADIO FRANCE AUDITORIUM,
featuring the National Orchestra of France,
conducted by Chloé Dufresne.

STADE DE FRANCE
A flute solo on the roof of the Olympic
stadium that will host the Athletics
and Rugby Sevens events.

VERT-GALANT SQUARE
A virtuoso string ensemble in a green nook
between Notre-Dame cathedral
and the Pont-Neuf, a spot where Parisians
enjoy meeting up, strolling or relaxing.

LOUVRE MUSEUM
Marimbas by the Winged Victory
of Samothrace, one of the French museum’s
best-known attractions.

LA RECYCLERIE
A piano solo in a former train station skirting
Paris to the north, which has been upcycled
into a testing ground for eco-responsible
lifestyles and a rendezvous
for the neighbourhood’s people.

THE SKATEPARK ON SQUARE DIDEROT
IN SAINT-DENIS, ONE OF THE CITIES
HOSTING THE PARIS 2024 GAMES
Percussionists mingle with amateur athletes
in a spot between the Stade de France
and Paris 2024’s headquarters.

© Jodie Griggs/Getty Images

Duration 3:32

A MUSICAL JOURNEY IN PARIS
For the first time in a Handover ceremony, the new host
country’s national anthem will be broadcasted as a
film shot entirely in the future Host City. This segment
will take hundreds of millions of viewers on a tour of Paris
and will treat them to a deep dive into the City of Lights to
the tune of a reorchestrated version of La Marseillaise.
The musicians performing in six different spots in and
around Paris evoke what the world has experienced over
the past several months. The message is that, even though
we are apart, we can join forces and play together.

NOTE

“PROLOGUE”

This version of La Marseillaise is a gentler reorchestration of
the revolutionary war song extolling freedom, written by
Claude Joseph Rouget de Lisle in 1792. Paris 2024 chose to
revisit the national anthem with a more unifying, more universal
touch. This reorchestrated version is performed by the National
Orchestra of France and includes distinctly contemporary
arrangements. Victor Le Masne, a French composer, producer,
arranger and multi-instrumentalist, created this new version
with notes that point to hope and to infinity.

8

Reorchestration
and arrangement
Victor Le Masne
Performed by
National Orchestra
of France, conducted
by Chloé Dufresne

…AND ALL THE WAY TO SPACE
Thomas Pesquet, the European space agency’s French astronaut, plays
a few notes of La Marseillaise on the saxophone from the International
Space Station, facing Japan, to wrap up this scene.

Special guest
Thomas Pesquet
Learn more, see pages 21 and 22
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SEGMENT 2

This film shows Paris from every angle.

RIDE
OVER
THE ROOFTOPS OF PARIS
Duration 2:46

THE CITY’S ZINC ROOFTOPS
are part of its distinctive architectural heritage,
and have inspired painters, photographers,
poets, songwriters, filmmakers and countless
other artists through the ages, from Vincent
Van Gogh and Robert Doisneau,
to the up-and-coming generation of athletes.

L’HÔTEL DE LA MONNAIE
The heroine’s journey starts on the roof
of the building that houses the Paris Mint
(France’s longest-standing institution)
and the Musée de la Monnaie.

CLAUZEL CARPARK SITUATED
ON PLACE SAINT-GEORGES
The BMX freestyle team members
perform tricks on a rooftop
in Paris’ 9th arrondissement.

LE MUSÉE D’ORSAY
Our star rides past the giant clock,
the last standing reminder that this museum
was once a train station built
for the 1900 Universal Exhibition.

L’ARC DE TRIOMPHE
A special nod to one of France’s iconic
landmarks, from the air.

LE GRAND PALAIS
Its majestic glass roof will grace the Fencing
and Taekwondo events during the Paris 2024
Olympic Games, and the Wheelchair Fencing
and Para Taekwondo ones during
the Paralympic Games.

PALAIS ROYAL, MINISTRY OF CULTURE,
CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL
AND COMÉDIE-FRANÇAISE
Sport sweeps through this monumental
complex of buildings brimming with France’s
history, in the heart of Paris.

L’OPÉRA GARNIER
The roof and famous facade that give
the Palais Garnier, home to the Paris National
Opera, its reputation.

LA CONCORDE
Back on the ground – at the spot where
an urban park will come to life in 2024
with the Skateboarding, BMX, Breaking
and 3x3 Basketball events.

SPORT IN THE HEART OF THE CITY
The Handover Ceremony continues with a second film
taking audiences over Paris’ characteristic rooftops.
We set out following in the tracks of a female BMX rider.
Something unusual catches her eye, she decides to check
it out, and so her breathtaking ride begins.
This stage celebrates three encounters: between the City
of Lights and sport; heritage and the avantgarde; timelessness
and youth. It symbolises one aspect (among others) of what
the Paris 2024 Games will be: a renewed Olympic experience,
an unexpected angle on sport with several of Paris’ most
stunning landmarks in the backdrop. These Games will also
be a celebration where everyone is welcome, that can
inspire young generations.
This segment reflects Paris 2024’s decision to enrich its
programme with spectacular, modern sports (Sport climbing,
Skateboarding, Breaking, 3x3 Basketball) that appeal to
young people, ensure strict gender parity, resonate with
today’s culture and open up avenues for creativity.

NOTE
The cast of athletes
The BMX team has six members, including the
film’s star, Estelle Majal, a young BMX Freestyle
champion in the making and member of Pôle
France. The Breaking team has three B-Boys
and four hip-hop dancers, and the 3x3
Basketball team makes an appearance. Two
wheelchair fencers (Maxime Valet, two-time
bronze medallist in Rio in 2016, and Clémence
Delavoipière, up-and-coming French star in
her discipline) duel beneath the Grand Palais’
glass roof.
Learn more, see page 23

Original tune
“Prologue” composed
by Woodkid
Directed by
Valentin Petit

NOTE
“PROLOGUE”

The original soundtrack composed by Woodkid
Prologue is inspired by the energy of sport and captures the exertion needed to turn
out victorious together. Woodkid dissected athletes’ movements to compose this
original piece. It is contemporary and pop, raging and youthful. The electronic sounds
are a reminder that the Games are forward-looking.
10

Performed by
National Orchestra of France,
conducted by Chloé Dufresne,
and the Maîtrise de Radio France
(Paris and Bondy)

The segment ends at the PANTHÉON,
before the children of the Maîtrise
de Radio France and France’s leading
lights – from Marie Curie to Victor Hugo –
who are resting in the “temple of the greats”.

Our heroine turns her gaze to the Eiffel Tower,
which has a surprise in store.

Learn more, see pages 20 to 22
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SEGMENT 3

THE
EIFFEL
TOWER
AS FLAG BEARER
Duration 4:30

THE WORLD’S LARGEST FLAG EVER FLOWN

PARIS 2024
SETS ITS
FIRST
RECORD

5 400 M 2
90 METRES HIGH,
60 METRES WIDE

ONLY 400 KG
thanks to ultra-light materials

Twice the size of the flag in Sharjah,
United Arab Emirates,
tthe world’s largest to date
(source : Guiness World Records)

with the world’s largest flag ever flown.
It is almost the size of a football field –
and the Eiffel Tower will become the
world’s tallest flagpole!

20KM OF THREAD
AND 5KM OF SEAMS

600.000
LITRES OF HELIUM
used for its inflation

NOTE

Next, the Eiffel Tower and the live broadcast. We see what caught
the heroine’s eye: a giant flag with the Paris 2024 Games logo
unfurling on Paris’ most famous monument. This is the grand
finale.

This impressive technical feat, split into three main steps (hoisting,
inflating and unfurling) required the expertise of several French companies
and a full practice run on 8 June.

even when there is no wind. The fabric is recyclable, the printing process
is sustainable (the ink is plant-based, waste is recycled, wastewater is
reused), and its quality matches the luxury industry’s standards.

Custom-made fasteners have been produced to ensure maximum
precision in the fastening system. 60 people, including 12 mountaineers,
were involved in the assembling of these pieces.

The flag will be recycled in collaboration with Decathlon, one of Paris
2024’s partners. Following a circular economy loop, the fabric will be
used to create a collection of exclusive garments designed specifically
to launch the Paris 2024 Olympiad. After adorning the Eiffel Tower, in
other words, the flag will adorn the Games’ fans.

The flag is packed with French expertise in two cutting-edge fields:
offshore sailing races and aerospace. The result is an ultra-resistant and
ultra-light spinnaker sail fabric. It has helium pockets built into it, to fly

This segment will give a sneak peek to what the Paris 2024 Games
will be:

1

• Spectacular, like its competition venues that will bring sport
to the foot of the most iconic landmarks in Paris and France.

FASTENING SYSTEM

2

HOISTING AND INFLATING

3

UNFURLING

• Audacious, like its determination to organise
the Games Ceremonies in the heart of the city.

“PROLOGUE”

• Engaging, in the image of its desire to share the arrival
of the Games with all French people through this giant flag,
visible throughout Paris and beyond.
• Sustainable, starting with this very flag, that will be recycled
after the ceremony into clothing for fans and supporters
of the Games.

Contributors
SETE Tour Eiffel
Learn more, see page 24
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PARIS 2024

SEGMENT 3

A
LIVE
SEGMENT BETWEEN
LAND AND SKY

Contributors
The Patrouille de France
and SIRPA Air et Espace
Footage of the flag
Two Fennec helicopters
Learn more, see pages 23 and 24

TWO PARIS 2024 CLUB MEMBERS
ENJOYING THE CEREMONY FROM WITHIN
Justine and Yohan were selected by Paris 2024 and
the Air and Space Force for the spectacular fly-by
over Paris in the Patrouille de France’s Alpha Jets.
They both joined the Paris 2024 Club, a first-ofits-kind Games engagement platform, which offers
members unique, behind-the-scenes Games
experiences. The pair were handpicked based on
a video where they discuss their involvement in
the sports movement and showcase their
creativity.

© Armée de l’air et de l’espace / EQPAA

Justine (22) is a registered member of the badminton
club in Vitry-en-Artois (Pas-de-Calais). She is
passionate about sport, studying for a degree in
physical and sporting activity science and
techniques, and writing her dissertation about
sports and health. Flying with the Patrouille de
France is her childhood dream.
Yohan (32) is a registered member of the ice hockey
club in Montpellier and coaches its reserve team
to share his passion with the next generation. He
is a developer in a company that promotes adapted
physical activities.

The Patrouille de France flies through the Paris
sky, framing the Eiffel Tower, while President
Emmanuel Macron delivers the updated
Olympic motto – “Faster, Higher, Stronger
- Together”, surrounded by young Generation
2024 athletes. In this way, the Head of State shares
his vision of the Games as an opportunity to
foster a united, proud France that is full of fight
and puts young people at the centre of its vision.

Before taking part, both Club members were put
through physical tests at the Hôpital d’Instruction
des Armées Percy in July. Following a briefing on
the tarmac at Villacoublay Air Base the day before
the handover ceremony, they climbed into the
Patrouille de France’s Alpha Jets for their once-ina-lifetime experience.

“PROLOGUE”

On the other side of the Pont d’Iena, Paris 2024
President Tony Estanguet and several French
athletes who have returned from Tokyo with
medals are on the stage of the ‘Live des Jeux’
live site to encourage the audience to celebrate
the arrival of the Games in France and share their
enthusiasm with the world. Athletes are at the
centre of Paris’ project and will play a key role in
engaging the public between now and 2024.
14

© Armée de l’air et de l’espace / EQPAA

The Paris 2024 Club began organising activities
in the summer of 2020 and will be running a variety
of them in the build-up to 2024 to treat its most
committed members to behind-the-scenes
experiences. Through the Club, they will have an
opportunity to compete against Olympic and
Paralympic athletes, win entries for the mass
participation marathon during the Games or take
part in the Torch Relay.
club.Paris2024.org

LA PATROUILLE DE FRANCE
The Patrouille Acrobatique de France (PAF) is one
of the oldest, most prestigious aerobatics
display teams in the world. During this stage,
the Alpha Jets flown by the PAF pilots carry two
Paris 2024 Club members, handpicked to take
part in this spectacular ceremony during their
flight over the city.
The Air and Space Force also provided two Fennec
helicopters, which will provide unparalleled aerial
shots of the flag.
15

PARIS 2024

© Simonkr/Getty Images

© SCIEPRO/SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY/Getty Images

FRANCE IS READY

TO WELCOME
THE WORLD
The first Paris 2024 ceremony is over,
but the celebration in France is just
beginning.
As the ceremony closing the Tokyo
2020 Olympic Games ends, fans at the
various ‘Live des Jeux’ live sites.
© Stocktrek Images/Getty Images

French people watched athletes perform during
the Olympic fortnight, thank Tokyo and the
Japanese people, and show their joy at the
prospect of hosting the Games.

“PROLOGUE”

In Paris, Woodkid performs a free concert on
the stage at the Trocadéro. The celebrations are
a preview of the festivities we can look forward
to in 2024.
Paris has taken the baton and is looking to
2024 with pride and enthusiasm.
16
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Tony Estanguet
President of Paris 2024

Anne Hidalgo
Mayor of Paris

Tony Estanguet is three-time Olympic champion, three-time
world champion and three-time European champion (single
canoe slalom). He was the French delegation’s flag bearer at the
Beijing 2008 Games and is the only French athlete in 120 years to
have won three gold medals in three different Olympiads (Sydney
2000, Athens 2004 and London 2012).

Anne Hidalgo, a Spanish-born mother of three, became Paris’ first
female mayor in 2014. She was re-elected in 2020 and has a bold
programme to turn Paris into a net-zero city by 2050.

Alongside his career as an athlete, he has been involved in the
sporting movement as member of the Board of the French
National and Olympic Sports Committee (CNOSF) and its national
canoeing and kayaking federation, then as Vice-President of the
International Canoe Federation and the International Olympic
Committee’s Athletes’ Commission.
In 2013, he teamed up with Bernard Lapasset to prepare France’s
proposal for the Games, and in 2015 became co-chair of the
Paris 2024 Bid Committee. In September 2017, after five French
submissions had failed to secure the Games (Paris 1992, Lille 2004,
Paris 2008, Paris 2012, Annecy 2018), the French delegation was
awarded the 2024 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games – its first
win since Paris 1924.
As Executive President of the Organising Committee for the Paris
2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Tony Estanguet aims to
organise an even more spectacular Games experience – but
also usher in a new model involving more sustainable, more
committed, more inclusive and more participative Games. His
goal is to throw the doors wide open for everyone who wants to
take part in this adventure of a lifetime, and to inspire people to
do more sport.
Tony Estanguet grew up in a family that was involved in a variety
of sports and in a small club in the Pyrenees. This is where his
commitment to promoting sport, its practice and the values it
stands for comes from.

Throughout her tenure as mayor, her policy has been aimed at
actively promoting social inclusion and sustainable development,
curbing climate change, improving the quality of air, fostering
solidarity, spurring innovation and encouraging civic engagement,
all of which are crucial for the city’s future and fit perfectly with
Paris 2024’s vision. She is Co-President of United Cities and Local
Governments (UCLG), chairs its Standing Committee on Gender
Equality and chairs SOLIDEO, the organisation tasked with delivering
the Olympic facilities, including the development and
redevelopment work required to host the Paris 2024 Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

THE ARTISTIC TEAM
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Woodkid
Creator of “Prologue”, the original soundtrack
for the handover ceremony

“PROLOGUE”

Yoann Lemoine, a.k.a. Woodkid, is a writer, composer, singer and
video artist capable of creating genuine masterpieces of music,
sound and light. A true virtuoso, he strives to question the modern
world through his work. Internationally renowned through
collaborations with some of the biggest stars in pop, including
Lana del Rey, Drake, Rihanna and Pharrell, and with three Grammy
nominations to his name, this 38-year-old artist is applying his
talent to a plethora of disciplines including contemporary dance
(collaborating with the celebrated choreographer Sidi Larbi
Cherkaoui), fashion, cinema (writing the score for Jonás Cuarón’s
18

Prologue is an origami piece: it unfolds and folds on itself. It is
about a solo race, an intimate experience, when the day is breaking,
in the cold morning air. It grows and grows, until it erupts with a
team victory – a bright, furious, breathless victory. It is inspired
by the chronophotographic breakdown and energy of
sportspeople’s movements, and tries to capture the oscillation
of the body, the heart and breathing. The orchestra’s tunes
intertwine and build up through repetition and amplification, the
youthful energy in the choruses set the pace, the chanting is
reminiscent of an athlete’s all-out effort. It is also a machineassisted electronic piece, built and taken apart. Prologue is about
sport amplified by technology, about an Olympic vision looking
to the future.

Ca

©

I was honoured and excited to accept the invitation to build this
first artistic expression for the Paris Games, around the values
that sport and Olympism stand for. Performance, hope, endurance,
perseverance, the close connection with our body and mind,
the collective and the individual experience are all things that I
find deeply moving.
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PARIS 2024

THE CONTRIBUTORS

film Desierto and lending his music to Steven Spielberg and Xavier
Dolan), photography and art (dialogue with the artist JR for the
New York City Ballet). He is also a keen gourmet, perhaps explaining
his zest for life.
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Chloé Dufresne
Orchestra conductor
Chloé Dufresne holds a master’s degree in conducting from the
Sibelius Academy of Helsinki, where she studied under Sakari Oramo.
She won the Tremplin award for young conductors from the
Philharmonie de Paris in 2018 and third prize in the prestigious Malko
conducting competition in Copenhagen in 2021, with the Danish
Broadcasting Corporation’s orchestra.
This young French orchestra conductor, who assisted Finnish
conductor Sakari Oramo at the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic and
Kokkola Opera, is a budding talent but her experience has already
earned her widespread acclaim. She conducted Wagner’s Ring for
children at the Helsinki Festival (2019), Bellini’s Norma at the Narva
Opera Festival and in Helsinki (2018, 2019, 2020), Offenbach’s Pomme
d’Api at the Toulon Opera (2019) and then Offenbach’s Le Voyage
dans la Lune at the Lorraine National Opera, Tours Opera and Théâtre
Impérial in Compiègne during the 2020-2021 season.

“

© S oMe

Victor Le Masne
La Marseillaise arrangements and reorchestration
Victor Le Masne is a French composer, producer, arranger and
multi-instrumentalist. He was half of the Housse de Racket tandem
until 2015, and has since been pursuing a solo career creating film
soundtracks – including several for feature-length films – as an
album artistic director (composing and arranging) and as the
musical director on various artists’ tours, including Philippe
Katerine’s in 2020.

I was enthusiastic about the idea of collaborating with the French
National Orchestra to perform a revamped version of La Marseillaise,
that brings both France’s tradition and modernity to light. This
piece, a fundamental cultural symbol, echoes the values of sport
and Olympism, that unite and uplift.
I especially enjoyed being part of Woodkid’s composing journey
on Prologue, inspired by the movement and energy of sport. The
Maîtrise and the National Orchestra of France have managed to
bring this piece to life with their passion, making it resound in
Paris and beyond borders.

“

I am very honoured and proud to have been chosen to work on
this new version of La Marseillaise. This reinterpretation adds a
gentle touch, there is something about it that calls to mind the
dawn and Japan, Tokyo handing over the torch to Paris. I didn’t
alter the theme and am aware of the punch that a national anthem
packs, but tried to add a hint of hope and tone down the original
martial mood. The piece’s structure has changed: it starts
pianissimo and works up to an explosion. The notions of space
and infinity also inspired a few of the accents. This idea of
“elsewhere”, from the saxophone in outer space, wraps it up. I
hope this La Marseillaise 2024 brings people together and honours
Olympism’s beautiful values.

©D
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Valentin Petit
Director of Ride over the rooftops of Paris (segment 2)
This 31-year-old Paris-based French filmmaker has made a variety
of clips for national and international artists. His two latest ones,
for Prince Waly and A$AP Ferg, earned him his third and fourth
Vimeo Staff Picks accolades. He was also nominated for Best New
Director at the UK Music Video Awards in 2019. His talent also
appeals to advertisers and advertising agencies: in early 2020, for
instance, he created a campaign for a well-known eyewear brand
during the Tokyo Olympics. In 2021, he produced another worldwide
campaign starring David Beckham.

“

When I was younger, I did a lot of sport and took part in lots of
competitions. Now that I’m working as a filmmaker, I’m especially
keen to uphold the values that sport conveys, the togetherness,
the tenacity, the determination to excel. Being able to do that in
preparation for the Olympic Games in Paris in 2024 is all the
more exciting – beyond the honour that it represents.

19
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THE CEREMONY ACTORS

THE ATHLETES…
… CAST IN THE FILM
BMX
Estelle Majal (BMX Freestyle Park)
BMX freestyle star in the making, member of Pôle France.
©N

© Radio France / Christophe Abramowitz

National Orchestra of France
Performing La Marseillaise and Prologue
The National Orchestra of France stands out on the international
stage as an ambassador for French classical music, which it
performs during its tours around the world. It was formed in 1934
and is the country’s first permanent symphonic orchestra. It is a
prestigious ensemble serving the symphonic repertoire and its
concerts are broadcast by radio.
The National Orchestra performs an average of 70 concerts at
year in Paris, at the Radio France Auditorium, its main base since
November 2014, and on tours across France and around the world.
One of its yearly highlights is the Concert de Paris, broadcast live
from the Champ-de-Mars on the evening of 14 July and followed
by millions of viewers. It is also venturing into new artistic
endeavours, including recording of film soundtracks and an
educational programme open to all.
Cristian Măcelaru has been the National Orchestra’s music director
since 1 September 2020.

ico le F is c h e r

Thomas Pesquet
ESA astronaut
Thomas Pesquet is a European Space Agency (ESA) astronaut. He
qualified as an aerospace engineer at the École Nationale Supérieure
de l’Aéronautique et de l’Espace in Toulouse. In 2009, he became
the youngest of the six members of the ESA’s European Astronaut
Corps. After two years of intensive training, he took off on 17
November 2016 for his first mission to the International Space
Station, Proxima, which lasted 196 days, during which the ISS
orbited Earth more than 3,000 times.
He took off for his second mission to the ISS from Florida on 23
April 2021, and will be back on Earth in early November. He was
the first European to fly in a SpaceX Crew-2 capsule. In the ISS,
Thomas Pesquet’s carries out biological and neurological
experiments, while ensuring the Station and its international
laboratories operate smoothly with his fellow astronauts. In his
free time, he diligently documents his missions and his views of
the planet for the general public, making the most of social
networks’ reach to demystify his job and to send out warnings,
from Low Earth orbit, of the effects of climate change.

“

Athletes are the role models I turned to as a child. Audacity,
willpower, team spirit, concentration, perseverance: the values
of sport have accompanied me on my journey and serve me
every day on the International Space Station. Athletes show us
the way to always aim higher and achieve our dreams. I am proud
to have been present when Tokyo passed the baton to Paris. In
three years’ time, the Games will be coming home!
© Radio France / Christophe Abramowitz

La Maîtrise de Radio France
(Paris et Bondy) “Prologue” performance
Maîtrise de Radio France is a children’s choir. It was founded in
1946 and performs on a regular basis with Radio France’s two
orchestras (the National Orchestra of France and the Radio France
Philharmonic Orchestra), Radio France’s choir and other prominent
ensembles. The school is an open centre for excellence. It provides
children aged 8 to 18 with intensive courses in singing, piano,
music, harmony and the Alexander Technique. It follows the general
schooling curriculum in the morning and its musical curricula in
the afternoon. In 2007, Maîtrise de Radio France opened its second
base in Bondy, catered to the children living in this city in SeineSaint-Denis, an administrative department north of Paris that will
host several events during the Paris 2024 Games.

“PROLOGUE”

Maîtrise de Radio France currently has about 180 pupils in Paris
and Bondy, and Sofi Jeannin has been its artistic and academic
director since 2008. About 20 of the 65 pupils who recorded the
Olympic tune are from the branch in Bondy.

I wouldn’t have missed the Tokyo Games for the world – not even
in the International Space Station! We followed and cheered all
the teams. The French teams kept us on the edge of our seats.
So, when Paris 2024 asked me to play La Marseillaise, I was thrilled
to pull out my saxophone and encourage people in France, and
around the world, to be part of the Paris Games. Let’s all be there
in 2024.

Stage 1 soloists (in order of appearance)
Sylvia Careddu (flute), Sarah Nemtanu (violin soloist), Laurent
Manaud Pallas (second violin soloist), Young-Eun Koo (second
violin co-soloist), Nicolas Bone (viola soloist), Emmanuel Curt
and Florent Jodelet (marimbas), Franz Michel (piano), Emmanuel
Curt (bell/tam), Florent Jodelet (triangle), Gilles Rancitelli (cymbals)
and François Desforges (timbals).

Jean-Baptiste Peytavit (BMX Freestyle Park)
pro French acrobatic rider, ranking 35th in the Urban Cycling
World Championships, winner of the BMX Dirt (Outdoormix
Festival), 3rd place in the BMX Spine (Outdoormix Festival).
Marwan Mjamed Lucas (BMX Freestyle Park)
Pierre-Jean Martini (BMX Freestyle Street)
a leading light in BMX Freestyle Street at age 23.
Thibault Srinarong (BMX Freestyle Street)
Mortimer Feurtado (BMX Freestyle Street)

Wheelchair fencing at the Grand Palais

César Becasseau (Canoe)
at 21, he is one of France’s finest junior canoeist
and a promising prospect for the Paris 2024 Games.
Tallya Brillaux (boxing)
a silver medallist at the 2018 Youth Olympic Games and student
at INSEP, an institute whose motto is “always look ahead”,
one of French boxing’s best contenders in the under-75 km
category.
Jeromine Louvet (skateboarding)
this 19-year skater from Castanet-Tolosan, in south-western
France, is one of France’s best in her discipline. She loves
sharing her passion by teaching others and hopes to earn
a trainer degree.
Lucas Didier (Para Table Tennis)
17 years old and has already won two silver medals
at the European Para Youth Games.

Maxime Valet
after able-bodied fencing for 15 years, he embraced wheelchair
fencing with the same enthusiasm and brio following
an accident, and enjoys it just as much. While pursuing
two careers, as a top-level athlete and sports physician,
he won two bronze medals at the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games
(individual and team), was on the team that won the world
championship in 2015, and holds two European championship
titles (individual and team, 2011 and 2016).

Valérian Castanié (Fencing)
one of several fencing siblings, he started practising
the discipline at age 4 in Hénin-Beaumont then moved to Pôle
Chatenay-Malabry. He was European vice-champion in 2019
and medallist at the latest world championships (in both cases
in a team).

Clémence Delavoipière
a budding French wheelchair fencer, who in particular won
bronze in the French championship in 2021.

Mathilde Lairan (Trampoline)

Alexandra Nouchet (Para Athletics)
started her career as a para swimmer then switched to athletics
in October 2020, with her sights set on the Paris 2024 Games.
Kylian Portal (Para Swimming)
Luca Platania (Wheelchair Fencing)

Breaking
Arnaud Deprez (B-Boy Fenix)
a dancer and choreographer on a relentless quest for new
musical, physical and visual effects and moves, who finds
inspiration in geometric patterns, electronic music, painting
and contemporary art to hone his artistic vision on the stage.
Yanis Smaili (B-Boy Pac Pac)
born in Lyon, 22 years old and two-time French Breaking
champion (in 2017 and 2019). Will represent France at the world
championship in Poland on 6 November 2021 and his goal
is Paris 2024, his discipline’s Olympic début.

Hip-hop

THE OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
Air and Space Force

Mounir Touaa
stage name Mugi The Kid, is an experimental hip-hop performer
and dancer. He is creating his own style with a combination
of his persona, contortion, improv and inventiveness. His array
of talents has opened doors for him in artistic circles ranging
from fashion to photography, and he has also competed in top
national and international tournaments.

The Air and Space Force has made its commitment to the Organising
Committee for the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games in
order to participate in the smooth running of the world‘s largest
sporting event. Endowed with rare and multiple capabilities to
meet the constantly renewed challenges of a constantly evolving
world, the Air and Space Force relies on more than 40,000 men
and women, permanently engaged to fulfill their missions. Like
athletes, they radiate team spirit and the drive to excel.

He appears with Lisa Dwomoh, Nouri El Mazoughi
and Roxana Filip.

LA PATROUILLE DE FRANCE

3x3 Basketball
The 3x3 Basketball team is made up of French team reserve
players Chayma Sejari, Harouna Diakite and Alan Billant.
Billant made the 2021 French Open final.

… AT THE TOP OF THE EIFFEL TOWER
French President Emmanuel Macron is with several
up-and-coming French athletes representing the Olympic
and Paralympic Generation 2024.
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Pierre Loisel (Fencing)
a student at INSEP (the French National Institute of Sport,
Expertise, and Performance), who earned his spurs this year
by winning the Challenge National in Bordeaux.

The Patrouille Acrobatique de France (PAF) was created in 1953
and is stationed at Air Base 701 Salon-de-Provence. It is the Air
and Space Force’s most emblematic ambassador, showcasing
the prowess that pilots display in their everyday missions as well
of the excellence of France’s aeronautical industry. The Patrouille’s
aerial displays illustrate the uncompromising standards that the
Air and Space Force meets in its real-life operations, and the
aerobatic manoeuvres require flawless synchronisation between
all the pilots, pointing to the importance of team spirit. The
Patrouille de France is taking part in this ceremony as a symbol
of French-style elegance and virtuosity, in the sky above the world’s
most beautiful city.
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PARIS 2024

THE OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
AIR AND SPACE FORCE FENNEC HELICOPTERS

SETE Eiffel Tower

During the handover ceremony, two Fennec helicopters are filming
the Patrouille de France’s display and capturing breath-taking aerial
footage of the Eiffel Tower and flag. The Air and Space Force has
been using these twin-engine lightweight Fennec helicopters since
1990, on its front line of air defence among its Rafale and Mirage
2000 fighter jets.

Paris City Council entrusted operation and management of the Eiffel
Tower to SETE under a 13-year public service delegation contract
on 1 November 2017. SETE is a local public company, owned by
Paris City Council (99%) and the Métropole du Grand Paris (1%). It is
chaired by Jean-François Martins, a Paris City Council member, and
has about 360 employees. Patrick Branco Ruivo is its chief executive.

THE MOST STUNNING SITES IN THE CENTRE OF PARIS
© Paris 2024

© Paris 2024

The European space agency
The European space agency is dedicated to the exploration and
peaceful use of space for the common good. Created in 1975 in Paris,
where its headquarters are located, it is now made out of 22 member
States.
Bringing nations together, showing the best of ourselves and going
further than anyone could have dreamed are just some of the ideals
that the European Space Agency and Paris 2024 share and promote.

Eiffel Tower stadium in Champ-de-Mars
(Beach Volleyball and Football 5-a-side)

© Paris 2024-RmnGP-Wilmotte et Associés

Grand Palais (Fencing, Taekwondo, Wheelchair Fencing
and Para Taekwondo)

© Paris 2024

A SNEAK PEEK
OF PARIS 2024
© David Madison/Getty Images

ALL-NEW EXPERIENCES,
OPEN TO ALL
YOU TOO CAN TAKE PART
For the first time in Games history, Paris 2024 will encourage spectators
to get up from their seats and enjoy the same experience as the
athletes. The mass participation Marathon and Road Cycling events
will take place on the same route and under the same conditions as
the athletes’ events, to treat the general public to an all-new kind of
excitement.

Invalides (Archery and Para Archery)

Arena Champ-de-Mars, Temporary Grand Palais (Judo,
Wrestling, Para Judo and Wheelchair Rugby)

© Paris 2024

© Paris 2024

The mass participation marathon will include a choice of route
lengths, to suit seasoned and beginner runners, young and older
ones, and contenders with disabilities, so that they can all enjoy the
experience of a lifetime during the Olympic Games. A variety of
activation campaigns will take place via the Paris 2024 Club, the
Games’ partners and the international sporting movement so that
as many people as possible can take part.
THE OPENING CEREMONY IN THE CENTRE OF THE CITY

“PROLOGUE”

In the image of the Handover ceremony, Paris 2024 wants to rethink
every aspect of the Games experience in order to involve as many
people as possible. In this context, it has announced its ambition
to organise the first Games ceremony in the heart of Paris,
on the Seine. This new ceremony model outside of stadiums will
enable some hundreds of thousands of spectators to take part in
this unique and symbolic moment.
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The Pont d’Iéna (Marathon Swimming,
Athletics (Marathon and Race Walking), Road Cycling,
Triathlon and Para-triathlon

Château de Versailles (Equestrian and Para-Equestrian sports)

Paris 2024 press contact
Media@paris2024.org
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